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that at the moment his method in Austria was the only one
possible.
For Papen's first requirement was time gradually to re-
construct the spent and scattered forces of the c Illegals \
Little by little he succeeded in convincing the gentle-
men in Berlin that for the construction of an effective
subterranean organisation at least two or three years were
necessary.
The * National Betonten *
An important side of Herr von Papen's work in Austria
consisted in building up ' invisible * organisations. The
hatred of the Austrian Government, after the murder of
Dollfuss, for everything National Socialist was so insurmount-
able that Schuschnigg and his circle had strictly refused to
allow any organisations which might be considered as
National Socialistic. Papen originated the idea of forming
cells out of the former c Greater Germany Organisation'
in Austria. This organisation hati. favoured an Anschluss
with Germany, but its members were not adherents of Hitler.
Papen wanted to form National Socialist clubs round these
nuclei. The former Greater Germans felt extraordinarily
flattered when Papen explained to them that, as a Catholic
and a nobleman, he was by no means in agreement with
Hitler's views, but that he did stand for the idea of a Greater
Germany which provided for the most far-reaching
collaboration between Germany and Austria outside the
confines of the Hitler Party.
On this foundation, Herr von Papen first built up a group
which called itself the c Betont-JNfationalen * (* Marked
Nationalists *) and which, as it was under the leadership of
an engineer called Rheinthaller, took the group-name of
* Aktion Rheinthaller *. This group, which always stressed
the fact that it was National but Austrian, got into personal
touch, through Papen, with the Chancellor Dr. Schuschnigg.
That it was composed of absolute traitors to Austria is clearly
seen in the fact that Rheinthaller took a share, in March
1938, in the first National Socialist Government in Austria